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they could have anticipated. Thus the prophecy of Marx was
fulfilled. The proletariate became dictator. But the reason was
not that 'the flower must fall to give way to the fruit', but
that a small number of determined men, determined to force
their own Marxian tenets on their puzzled compatriots, were
able to take advantage of a unique opportunity in order to
harness the spiritual power of the middle-class youth of Russia.
The descendants of those who had suffered apparently in vain
and wantonly, of those who had sought release in the extrava-
gances common to religious spirits who have lost the true and real
foundations of religion, embraced Marxian materialism now
that it was victorious with an equal religious enthusiasm.

Communism made a natural selection of a particular kind of
soul-structure. The young men came straight into life with a new
mentality. They had a psychology of the victorious, a psychology of
the members of one class that have conquered those of another,
which reminds one of the attitude of races and nations that have con-
quered other races and nations. . . . The dominant part in it (the
revolution) was played by those who had been offended and oppressed
and the resentment that characterized them took on new forms.
The type of avenger comes in. Atheism becomes an atheism of
revenge, it persecutes religion, closes churches, oppresses the clergy.1

The only way to understand the Bolshevik philosophy is to
dissociate it entirely from the optimistic liberalism and the
evolutionary socialism of western Europe from which it is
historically descended. Its positive ideal is, to be sure, the
construction of a new society in which the happiness of man is
to be attained by an intense and well-ordered cultivation of
such values as spring from the senses and from economic inter-
course, but the bleakness and essential pessimism of this ideal
is disguised by the burning desire to destroy every vested interest,
whether religious, political, moral, or economic, of the capitalist
regime under which the pre-revolution generation grew up.
The apparent puzzle which perplexes the Christian, the puzzle
as to how men who have no belief in personal survival after
death can work enthusiastically for a future happy society of

x Berdyaev, op. cit., p. 33.
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